THE  CONSTRUCTIVE  YEARS                 157

but the car was left in the midst of- the plains in the
falling darkness. Hour succeeded hour, and there
were three empty places at table in Government
House fifteen miles away where a dinner and recep- -
tion was in progress. All around the car could be
heard the nocturnal roarings and snortings of the
beasts of the jungle. Though there were known to
be lions in the vicinity, the party came to no harm,
and were duly rescued towards midnight by a car
which had been sent out to search for them, and which
was guided to them by the pilot-light of the Chamber-
lains' car glowing into the sky as a signal. By half-
past one the party was back in Nairobi and joining
in the Government House reception.

From Nairobi Mr. Chamberlain went to inspect a
dairy farm, and from thence to Nyeri for an after-
noon's fishing for rainbow trout in a stream flowing
from Mount Kenya. The journey back to Nairobi
Mr. Chamberlain accomplished on the front of the
engine, talking to the driver, and getting a magnifi-
cent view of the countryside. Before leaving Kenya
Mr. Chamberlain was taken by Lord Delamere
through the precipitous Rift Valley, where the lakes
were made decorative by the thousands of pink-
feathered flamingos.

From Kenya the party went on to Uganda, a
hot country of much less equitable temperature than
Kenya. On the 19th of January the Chamberlain
family arrived by train at Jinja, near by the source
of the Nile. Naturally from there they went to see
the Victoria Falls which Mr. Chamberlain found to
be one of the most impressive sights of his tour. He
went also to Lake Albert, crossing the lake by steamer
and continuing up the Nile as far as the Murchison
Falls. At Entibbe he was to have been received
by the Kabake, the native ruler of Uganda; but this
gentleman was suffering from influenza and was